
T H E L I N D S A Y C L U B 

OCCASIONAL NEWSLETTER No.l -------------------------- OCTOBER u 1975 -------------
The Committee of the Li ndsay Club has been aware for some time 

that several members for various reaso ns are not able to participate 
fully i n the Club 0 s activities. It is hoped that this Newsletter 
will prove to be of i nterest to all members of the Club, but especially 
to those who because of the distance from Londo n do not find it easy 
to atte nd our meeti ngs o It might well serve as a means of communi­
catio n betwee n membe r s who do not often meet perso nally . 

The value a nd i nterest of de ntal history is not gJnerally 
appreciated by many practitio ne r s , especially by the you nger members 
of the professio n. The more limited the horizo n of a discipline the 
more e xacti ng the pract i ce of it ca n become. One of the aims of the 
Li ndsay Club is to e ncou r age research i n de ntal history , a nd this 
need not mean undertaki ng a lengthy aco.demic exercise . Many of us 
come across some i n cident r elated to the backgrou nd of the profession, 
which if e xplored a little further would produce a n i n teresti ng 
vig nette . 

It is i nte nded to publish the Newsletter each year but to do so 
the Committee would like the help of all members . The Hon . Secretary, 
Miss Muriel Spe ncer , would be very glad to receive a n y dental items 
of i n terest for i nclusio n in a nother issue . I n a similar co ntext we 

should be only too pleased to know of a ny suitable subject , speaker 
or eve n ve nue for futu r e meetings of the Club . 

Duri ng the th ir tee n yea r s since the formation of the Li ndsay Club 
we have sadl y lost some members , a nd happily welcomed newcomers, but 
as a society still young we always need new members . Pl ease do not 
ever miss a n oppo r tu ni ty to per s uade a colleague to joi n us. 

J . Eo McAuley , 
CHAIRMANe 



r. 

Let us now ~raise Famous Men 

Two eminent fou nder-members of the Lindsay Club have died 
during the year , Dr . J . Me nzies Campbell on 27th June 1974 
aged 87 and Sir Zachary Cope , M. S., on 28th December 1974 aged 
93. Refere nces to their obituary notices ore given below. 

Sir Zachary delivered the inaugural address of the Lindsay 
Club on 18th October 1962. His title, The Tomes Tradition, 
led him to speak of Si r Joh n and Sir Charles Tomes and their 
noteworth y successors Howard Mummery, Sir Fronk Colyer and 
W. Warwick Jomes, disciples not only in scientific research 
and de ntal pr ac t ice but also in the integrity they displayed 
in the i r lives . 

Me nzies Compbell vs deep interest in dental history is 
known the world over , and his publications are constantly 
co nsulted by students of historical questions . The bequests 
of his collectio n o f instruments to the Royal College of 
Surgeo ns of Edinburgh and of his b9oks to the Royal College 
of Surgeo ns of England ensure the perpetuation of his name. 

Obituary notices 

Dr . J . Me nzies Campbell 

Bri t . den t . J . , 1974, 137, 108-110 

Bull.Hist . Dent. , 1974 , 22 , 71 - 82 (include s a bibliography) 

J.ro y. Coll . Surg . Edi n . , 1974, 19 , 395 

Oral Surg. , 1974 , 38 , 708-709 

Sir Za ch ar y Cope 

Ann . r oy . Co l l . Surg . , 1975, 56 , 276- 277 

Bri t . de nt . J ., 1975, 138 , 116 

Br it . med . J . , 1975, ! , 9 8-99 

La ncet , 1975, !, 115 
--- --- - - - - ----- - - ---- ---- - - - - - - - - -------



The Museum 

Rece nt Acg ui s i tio~ 

Th e B. D. J . d a ted August 5 , 1975 , co nt a i ned one of th e oc casio nal 
ac kn o wledgeme nts of rece t gifts to the Mus e um, publ is hed on 
behalf of the Li br a r y a nd Museu m Co mmittee . Membe r s of the 
Li ndsa y Club mi g ht be i n t e rested to ha v e f urth e r detail about 
some o f t hese r ece n t acqu i si tio ns n 

Thr ee of the do ~o r.s i t he p r e s e n t list have been ve r y 
ge ne r o u s to th e Muse um ove r ma ny y ea r s

3 
namely, Mr . Graham Stewart, 

Mr . Jo hn Lee a r. d D • • Co Bo wdle r He n ry . Mr . Stewa r t brought 
in a gold an d vul c a i t e de r. tu re which p r ov ided a n in teres t i ng 
illus tra tio n o f th e use o f po r cela i n gum sect i o ns a nd a specime n 
o f gol d f oil , i n it s o r i g i al pac ki ng , made a nd d i st r ibu t ed 
by o n e o f th e bes t k~ o wn supp l iers of precio us metals to the 
Ger ma n de n t al p r o f es si on, th e fir m of Wohl r ab , o r ig i nally 
es t a blished i r. Br eme n but l ate r r emo v ed to Le i pzig . As th e 
Muse um d i d no t po ssess , amo ng its large collect i o n o f i r s trume nt 
cab i e t s r a typic a l s t ud en t 0 s cab i ne t r Mr. Graham St e wa r t wa s 
as ked l a st year if he co ul d fi nd o ne ; th is he was able t o do 
a n d whe n he r ece n tly d eli vered i t , it ~as fou nd to co ntai n ma ny 
interesting i ns trume ~ t s a nd appl i a nce s l e ft the r e by its o wn er . 
The gifts f r om Mr. John Lee i nclu de d a D. M~Co r es ervo i r spit t oon 
o f a type that the Ho Curato r ha s sough t fo r some years , a 
s uspe nsio n typ e e ~gi n e , a ho tplate f o r wa r mi ng de n tal r ubber 
(which has bee n i ncluded in the cde r. ture ba se 0 e x hi bit ) a nd a 
numbe r of forceps a nd other i n s tru me ~ts. Dr. Bo wd l er He nry 0 s 
latest collectio n of gifts co n t a i ned some v e ry fi ne ex amples 
of tech icia ~s 0 cr a ft sma n ship a nd ma ny items re la ti ng t o oral 
surge ry a nd ort ho do nti cs, all of which it is ho pe d t o in cor po r ate 
i n the releva n t displays . De n tures mode of elepha n t i vo r y are 
rare , possibly because it was mo r e expensive a hd mor e dif fi c ult 
to work tha n other fo rms of ivory a nd the Museu m f o r mo ny ye a r s 
has o nly posses s ed o~e s pec imen . It hos now received a nother , 
give n by Mr . 1 . Eva n s , a Sen io r Technicia n at University 
College Hospital . 

A de nture case received through o de ntis t f r om Mr s . HaP o Peto 
to a membe r of whose fam i ly it belonged , is chiefly of i n teres t 
becau s e it co ntains the name a nd pr actice add r e ss of a 19th 
ce ntury practiti o ne r . Two hygie nators , now o ut of fashio~ , 
were received f zom Mr . Sa ~yer a nd Mr . Pra tt . A s c r ew gag 
p r es ented by Mr. E.R . Crerar was of a type ne w to th e Collection 
a nd , s o far , its i"ventor o r desig ner has not bee n iden tif ied . 
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A de n tal adve r tiseme nt f r om a Cor nish newspaper bearing a 
date i n 1910 was br ought i n by Mr . R. V. Tait . Mr . C. H.E . Tatham, 
who has also made a number of gifts to the Museum i ~ the past, 
sen t i n a n old bo x of ste r ules which has bee n i ncluded i n o ne 
of the displays . 

The most attractive gi f t which has bee n received i n recent 
mo nths , as far as appeara n ce is concerned, has been a gold a nd 
e namel past presidentts badge of the Devo n a nd Cornwall Branch 
of the I ncorporated Dental Society u presented by Mrs . V. Gardner, 
to whose husband (for ma ny years a promi nent member of the 
Cou ncil of the !.D. S. ) it belo nged o Members of t he Li ndsay 
Club will remembe r the wooden dental chair ( r esembli ng Owe nu s 
chair i n style) wh i ch came fr om the dental su r gery i nstalled 
in Bucki ngham Palace i n t he time o f Edward VII a nd which t he 
B. D. A. Museum has possessed fo r ma ny years . A foot e ngine , 
f rom the same surgery , has rece ntly been received as a gift 
f rom Mr . E.A. De nn ison who reti r ed some years ago from the 
post of Chief Tech nician at t he Eastman De ntal Hospital. ' 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DENTAL PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS, 

1974 1975 

I : GENERAL 

BUR NS, C. R. (1974) The evolutio n of professio nal ethics in 
Ame r i c an de ntistry. Bul l . Hi st . De nt . , 22 , 59-70 

DENTON, G. B. (1974) The wr iti ng of de ntal history . 
J . Amer . de ~t . Ass ., 88 , 1347-1354 

HOFFMAN-AXTHELM , W. 
a c omm en tary . 

LEVINE , S . (1974) 
prio r t o 1900 . 

(1974 ) The writ in g o f de nta l histo ry : 
~~ Ame r . de n t oAss . , 88 , 1355-1357 

Ea r l y Aus tralia n den t al l i teratu r e -
Au st . de n t . J . , 12, , 349-358 

TESC I ONE , P. A. ( 1974 ) Dent i s t ry a nd po sta ge s t amp s . 
Bu l l . Hist . De n t . , 22 , 83-91 

WALTER , J . D. (1 975) 
research wo rk e r . 

The pro bl ems fa ci ng the historical 
Brit ude nt d ., 1 3 8 r 401-403 



II : PEOPLE AND PLACES 

COHEN D R0 Ao (1975) The chapel of St oApolline, Guernsey. 
Brit ode nt oJ . , 138, 147-148 - -

HINE u MoK . (1974) The dental problems of Abraham Lincoln. 
Bull . Hist . De nt . , ~ , 1-8 

II 

LOFGREN o A. Bo (1974) Biographies and autobiographies of 
de ntists . Bull . Hist oDe nt. , 22, 18-30 

M cAULEY O Jo E o ' ( 197 4) 
i n the treatment 
67 , 785-789 

Charles Valadier ~ a forgotten pio neer 
of jaw injuries. Proc . roy . Soc . Med ., 

STINE , JoH o (1975) Rediscovery of a letter written by 
George Washington to his dentist John Greenwood o 
J . Amer . dent . Ass o, 90, 315 

III : EQUIPMENT , MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES 

CHERRY , C. u GIBBONS u Mo and RONAYNE 0 Jo (1974) The origins 
of the air-turbi ne ha ndpiece. Brit.dent.J . , 136, 469-472 

COHEN u R. A. (1975) Messers Wedgwood and porcelain dentures 
correspondence 1800 - l815. I: De Chemant, Thomas Byerley 
and others, 1800 - 1812; II: Joseph Fo x , Thomas Byerley 
a nd Robert Blake , 1810 - 1815. Brit . dent . J., 139, 27-31; 
69- 71 

DOMS , W0 F 0 (1974) A short history of endodontics . 
Bul l. Hist.De nt . , 22 , 101-106 

GLENNER
0 

R0 A0 (1974) Compo nents of the de ntal unit . 
J . Amer.de nt oAss o, 89 , 1012-1023 

GLENNER u R0 A0 (1975) 80 years of dental radiography . 
JoAm,er . de nt . Ass o, 90 , 549-563 

MARRY u L. B. (1974) The bridge of Vaison-la-Romaine : a prosthesis 
of t he Re naissance ? Bul l . Hist . Dent . , 22 , 9-17 

NIXON , G. S . (1975) Development of the dental chair . 
Dent . Upda t e , 2 , 70-73 

WARD , G
0 

( 1974) Fauchard 0 s palatal obtu r ator . Br i t ode nt.J. , 
137 , 287- 288 



The Dental History Unit of the Dental School, University of 
Birmi ngham 

Lectures on the History of Dentistry were first given in the 
School by RoAo Cohen at the invitation of the late Professor 
A. Bo McG r egor in 1962. One lecture was given annually. The 
lec t ure was recognised a nd mode official by the Senate of the 
Unive r sity i n 1965 , the lecturer receiving the title of 
Ho norary Port-time Lecturer i n the History of Dentistry. In 
1968 Mr o Cohen was i nvited to attend the School for two sessions 
per week to undertake research i n the History of Dentistry, 
a nd in 1970 he was appoi nted Senior Research Fellow in Dental 
Hi story . The Wellcome Trustees mode available a generous grant, 
t o be paid a nn ually for three years . This was renewed in 1974 
for a further period . He is currently engaged on the completion 
of a paper on Joseph Fox, the first dentist at Guy ' s Hospital , 
a nd the transcriptio n of a large number of letters written by 
Charles Dumergue , who held the Royal Appointment during several 
reig ns , to Matthew Boulto n, the Birmi ngham i ndustrialist . 
These letters , the property of the Birmingham Assay Office which 
was fou nded by Boulto nf ore at present deposited in the 
Bi rm i ngham Reference Library, which hos kindly provided photo­
copies of the whole series . 

G0 Ho Bennett Edwards was appointed on Honorary Research 
Associate i n 1973, a nd from that date he has been worki ng on 
an e xtended history of the Cent r al Counties Branch of the 
Britis h Dental Associatio n . 

Mr s . Christi ne Hillam was attached unofficially to the 
Unit in 1972 . Her fi r st task, completed in 1973, was the 
tra nsl at i on of three Latin theses : 

1 . A me dic al d i spu t atio n on toothache . B. Kisseleboch , Bosle , 
1660 . 

2
0 

Disserta ti on on ophtha . J . A. Putman , Le yden , 1747 . 

3 . St udi e s on th e evol uti on of mam mal i a n tee t h. I oR asch kow, 
Breslau, 1835 . 



' .. 

A small number of these translations have been duplicated 
and deposited i n selected major libraries . They may be consulted 
i n the library of the British Dental Association. 

I n 1974 Mrs . Hillam was appointed Part-time Research 
Associate supported by a grant from the Wellcome Trustees . 
For the Old Students 0 Day i n April 1975 she organised a historical 
exhibit with the theme The Theories of Caries and Treatment 
up to the e nd of the 19th centuryL which created much interest . 
It consisted of portraits u manuscript material, diagrams, 
instruments a nd two tape-slide programmes . She has recently 
completed the indexi ng of the minute books of the Birmingham 
Dental Hospital in prepqration for the publication of a complete 
history of the hospital, the oldest in the British Isles, and 
is currently engaged on final detailed biographical work for 
a study of the life a nd work of William Robertson, of 
Birmi ngham , together with the development of indexed files 
on historical subjects. William Robertson was the subject 
of a preliminary paper by R. A. Cohen given before the Lindsay 

Club on June 9th 1971. 

The aims of the Unit are as follows: 

1. Student i nstruction. 

2. Preparation of historical material for members of staff. 

3. Preservation and indexing of manuscript material. 

4 . Co nservatio n of the Museum , which contains a particularly 
fi ne collection of carved ivory dentures. 

5 . Co-operation with the Librarian in the acquisition of 
rare books . 

6 . Publication of original historical papers. 

At present three lectures are given annually : 

1 . From 1962 to Fi nal Yea r students . 

2 . From 1969 to Post Graduate students taking the Diploma 
in Dental Health. 

3 . From 1970 to Seco nd Year students . 



. . . .. 
Since 1962 the following papers by R0 A0 Cohen have been published 
from the Unit : 

1 . Notes on the identificatio nP description and dating of 
ivory de ntures . Brit . dent. J 1962 113 257 -------_,;;,.~• ' _, . 

2. Documents co ncerning Dr . William Johnston , Physician of 
Warwick. Trans. Birm. Arch. Soc. 1962, 78, 55. 

== 
3 . Rare books i n the B.D.A . library. Brit. dent . J. 1965, 

118, 280. 

4 . 

5. 

6 . 

The development of dental histology in Britain. 
Brit . dent . J . 1966, 121, 59. 

= 
The study of dental history . (With J.A. Donaldson) 
I nt . den to J . 1967, 17 , 134. -
The Talma family . Brit . dent. J . 1969, 126, 319 . -

7. Lilian Lindsay 1871-1960. Brit. dent. J. 1971, 131, 121. 

8. The Chapel of Saint Apolline , Guernsey. Proc. XXIII Int. 
Cong. Hist. Med. 1974, 2 , 239. Reprinted in 
Brit . dent. J . 1975 , 138 , 147. -

9 . Messers Wedgwood a nd porcelain dentures, correspondence 
1800-1815 . Brit . dent . J . 1975, 139 , 27 and 69. 

LILIAN LINDSAY 

Copies of the booklet, Lilian Lindsay 1871-1960, are still 
available. The booklet contains a biography of Dr. Lindsay by 
Mr . R. A. Cohe n , a bibliography of her more important writings 
and a list of the honours a nd distinctions conferred upon her. 

The Constitution of the Club and a list of members is 
appended , and papers prese nted at the meetings of the Club until 
1972 a r e listed , with references to the periodical source for 
those that have been publ i shed . 

Members and other i nterested in the booklet may obtain 
cop i es from the Librarian o f the British Dental Association. 
Order s should be accompa nied by a cheque for 40p, payable to 
th e Li ndsay Club . 
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RECENT MEET INGS 9F THE LINDSAY CLUB 

Since not all Membe r s were able to attend the meet in gs addre ssed 
by Pr ofessor John Boyes a nd Dr. J.D . Walte r, and these pap ers canno t 
be publ i shed i n full as we shou ld l i ke, we a ~e pre3ent 1~g t he m here 
as they appear i n the Minutes of the Club . 

The Meet i ng of 15th Ap ri l 1974 : Pr ofesso r Joh n Boyes on 

The Br others Nasmyt~ 

Professor Boyes r ecounted the backg r ound of Robe rt and Alexande r 
Nasmyth, tracing the ramificat i ons of the two ma i n b a nches of the 
fam i ly, both of wh i ch had descendents in Edinb 1rgh , a nd eit he r of wh i ch 
might have been the brothe r s' antec eden ts. Ale xa nder wa s the f i f t h 
child of Charles and Anne Nasmyth and was bo rn on 13t~ Ap ri l 1789 ; 
Robert was their seventh child a nd was born on 7th Novemb e 1791. 

Robert Nasmyth after attend i ng Ed in bur gh Hi gh School was indentu red 
as a pup il with John Barclay, surgeon and teacher of a natomy, and later 
studied dent i stry wit h John Fuller i n Hatton Ga r den, Londo n. In 18 1, 
return in g to Edinbu r gh, he set up pr act ice at 10 Geo r ge St r eet an d 
later at 21 St. Andrewt s Square. He ma r r ied Ma r y Lockha r t end they hod 
eleven ch i ldren, of whom Robe r t followed hi s fathe r as a su r geo n and 
dentist, and after a fe w yea r s in Amer i ca se t ~p pr oc ti c e in Lo ndon at 
41 Brook St ree t. In 1823 Robert Sen i or was admit ted as a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and also became Dentist to 
George IV, to Will i am IV in 1830 , and to Qu e en Vi ctor i a in 1837 . 
Robert Nasrnyth had various pub li cat ion s to h is c~edit , incl ud in g a 
descript i on of the splint known as Gunn in g ' s sp l 1nt which he desi gne d 
He became Presi dent of' the 0do nto-Ch i ru r g i cal Soc iety of Scot lar d and 
wa s held in ho nour 1n his later years . He d ed on 12th May 1870 . 

/2 .. . 
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Alexande ~ Nasmyth ~as brought up by his father 0 s brother and h i s wife, 
wh o we r e ch il dles s. The uncle was a pape r -ma ker and stat i oner whose 
bus i ness col lap5ed 1n 1823 ; the nephew dec i ded to train as a dent i st 
under his brothe r Robe rt. He also stud i ed under Aud i bran how to make 
porcela in teeth. In 1831 he became a Fellow of the Royal College of 
Su r geons of England and i n 1832 was elected a fellow of the Royal Med i co­
Ch i rurg i cal Soc i ety of London . At some time i n the i ntervening years 
Alexander had become a s ucces sfu l West End pr act i tioner, qualif i ed i n 
surgery, us i ng his leisure to investigate the mi nute st ructure of the 
teeth, and he read h i s paper on the enamel cut i cle to the Royal Medico­
Chirurg i cal Soc i ety i n 1837. Hi s histological work led to a publ i c 
dispute wi th Ri chard Owen over the prior i ty of the research on dentine 
upon wh i ch both men were engaged . Prince Albert, interested in 
Alexa nde r Nasmyth 0 s wo r k, appointed him as hi s dent i st after his 
mar r iage to Queen Vi ctor i a, who i n her turn chose him as dentist in 1844; 
thus both brothers had royal appointments simultaneously, the one in 
Scotla nd, the other i n England. In 1846 Alexande r had a stroke which 
pa r alysed hi m. Edw in Saunders took over his pr actice and Alexander 
and his wife Marion moved to the ir country house at Great Malvern where 
he d i ed on 4th August 1848. 

The Meet i ng of 2nd June 1975 : Dr . J . D. Walte r on 

A D"scussion of some historical Aspects of the Palatal Prosthesis 

Dr . Walter expla i ned that the te r m 8 palatal prosthes i s ' was a gener ic 
term while 1 obturator 8 r efers to a fo r m of palatal prosthesis although it 
is often loosely used as though synonymous with ' palatal pr osthesis ~. 
l t i s ce r ta i n that the palatal pr osthesis was not invented, dev i sed or 
introduced by a ny 16th century wri te r ; much earlier than th i s simple 
dev i ces must have been fash i oned to cover congen i tal palatal defects. 
I n the 16th centu ry a European epidemic of syph i lis gave rise to a 
n~mbe of l i ttle handbooks on the d i sease wh i ch described obturators 
I ike Re nner ' s l eath er one of 1557. Pare first mentioned an obturator 
for a palatal defec t in 1561, but i t is d i ffi c ult to wo r k out when he 
might have treated his f1rst palatal defect. Translators of his boo k 
int o Latin a nd English in d i cate that he saw palatal prostheses i n use in 
the Transalp i ne Wa r of 1537 bu t reference to Pare ws original 1561 writ i ng , 
and to h1s Collected Wo r ks fo r which Pa r~ was d irectly responsible, do 
not mention th 1s wa r at all , but only wars in general. Par~ describ es 
the simple sponge obturator and not the turn-buckle appliance, which 
suggests that the former may ha ve been of practical use while the latter 
nev e r left the design stage . 

/3 ... 
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Snell asse r ts that Jacques Houllie r 1n 1552 ' pr oposes to stop the 
ape r tures with wax or sponge 0. This would have bee n the ear li e st know n 
publ i shed reference, but for once Snell is vague and 1naccurate fo in 
1552 Houll i e r 0 s on ly published work was De Mate ri a Ch irurg i ca, wh i ch 
makes no mention of the palatal obturator; th i s is descr ibed only in 
the posthumous 1611 edit i on edited by Houllier ' s pupils . Houl l i er 
evidently p r efe rred su r gi cal repair by sutur i ng to us i ng a prosthesis, 
but it is unclear f r om the Latin whether he desc ri bes hi s own techn i que 
or that of another surgeon. 

Jacques Gu illemea u i n his book on surgery of 1594 i l 1ust r ated ,a r, cs 
turn-buckle prosthesis, g i ving the Latin and Greek names, which has given 
rise to the myth that the anc i ent Greeks knew of the obtu r ato~, now 
firmly embedded in the literatu r e . 

Peter Lowe, a Scott i sh contemporary of Guillemeau, ment i ons defect£ 
of the pa l ate i n h i s Whole Art of Chiru r g i e of 1597, but not a prosthet i c 
appliance to remedy i t. 

In 1676, Richard Wiseman °s Ei ght Chirurgical Treat i ses were publ i shed, 
the eighth which ment i ons the use of palatal pros theses a nd describes 
resin ous plates wh i ch promoted healing of the ulce rs and f ormed an 
art i f i cial palate. Hi s case histories ment i on plates r eta i ~ed by a 
sponge and a s i lver plate. Thus Wiseman introduced the concept of a 
plate to cove r, r ather than enter, the defect , preced i ng by 80 yea r s 
Bo urdet to whom th i s advance i s usually attrib uted. 

Pi erre Faucha rd 0 s obtu r ato rs are too wel I known to be men tioned in 
detail, but the dating of the design of his five palata l pr ostheses i s 
d if ficult. The earl i est mechanical obturato r probabl y dates from 1720. 
The Spanis h dent i st Arroyo de scribed Fauchard ' s second and fo ur th 
appliances without r efe r ence to their originator in h i s book of 1799. 

In 1797 du Chemant, one of the Fre nch ori gi nators of mineral t eeth 
for which he took out Eng lis h and French patents , wh o pract ised in Soho , 
described the manufactu r e of a plate of mi neral pas te reta i ned pa r tly 
by ligatures and partly by i ts shape and his book ca rried a plate 
illustrating two obturators and a velum. 

I 4 • • • 
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Du Bo i s Foucou (Jean Joseph du Bo i s), operato r for the teeth to 
Louis XVI, presented a pape r i n 1801 on the use of prostheses for the 
soft palate, be i ng wary of appliances wh i ch utilised the teeth for 
r etent i on but favou r ing the use of the nasal floor and recommending 
gold and platinum as the only su i table mater i als, because s i lver 
oxidised, gum elastic gave an offensive odour, and sponge tended to 
enlarge the defect. Du Bois Foucou's soft palate appliance had a 
plate to cover the defect with extended zigzag arms to the clasp 
teeth, and he c i ted a case where the appliance had been worn for 
21 yea r s. 

Snell used the p r inciple of the elongated zigzag flexible connector 
by putt i ng c l asps at the end of a rigid bar t r aversing the palate with 
a z i gzag connector from the centre of the ba r car r y i ng the obturat i ng 
plate to the soft palate, and in one case he covered the metal 
obturator with wash-leather to prevent ulceration of the subjacent 
tiss ues. 

The instrument maker John Weiss, who was Snell 1s contemporary, 
i llustrated h i s own obturato r which used a key to lock the metal plate 
in t o position, though i t was admitted that it caused ulceration. We i ss 
then tried i ndia rubber for a stud obturator, first from three sheets 
luted togethe r , then one carved f r om a single piece of rubber, though 
these were evidently not successful. 


