




































































44 W.T.Sholl

The answer is given by Lilian Lindsay in her Presidential address of
1946:

Be prepared to do any work that comes to your hands and to let your duty shape its
own course.

Here she referred to the work of dentists in the recent war. The mid-century
ethos was akin to the Scouts’ Promise rewritten for dentists:

On my honour I promise that I will do my best for my patients, to do my duty to
them, to help other people at all times and to obey the law and the ethics of my
profession.

The likely mission statement of a 1998 dental practice could hardly be more
different:

We promise to adequately follow the quality control regulations of third party
purchasers of our clients’ dental care, to comply with political correctness, to only
advise and treat clients in contract with us, with witness and annotation at all times
to justify actions in law, to only act as allowed by British and EU regulations and
by proscription of the profession.

At the end of the twentieth century political correctness and consumerism
have become political powers displacing the socialism under which the NHS
was set up. Political power needs to be balanced by apolitical institutions, such
as the professions, with codified morals called ethics. It is no coincidence that
a new international Hippocratic Oath has been instigated to preserve pro-
fessional discretion world wide. Is it not time to mark the second millennium,
as we now call ourselves ‘doctor’, by establishing the use of that 2,000 year old
oath in dentistry linked to a core vocational training? This could lead to the
reinstatement, as democratically elected representative bodies of all dentists, of
Local Dental Committees, as set up in 1948, with their original powers to
investigate over-prescription; all third-party providers might be requiredto seek
and take their professional advice and be accredited by the profession.

Professionalism is the proven and preferred means of preserving the
integrity, freedom and provision of our citizens’ dental care, not returning down
the road of trading with the loss of professional relationship and discretion. In
a liperal society, dentistry must remain the property of the people, not of
politicians or providers. The Human Rights Bill now going through Parliament
is essential in this respect.

ROBERT LINDSAY:

a quiet but influential figure®

E. Muriel Cohen *

Robert Lindsay is now little more than the half-forgotten husband of
Lilian Lindsay who has surpassed him in the annals of dental history. In his
lifetime, however, he was both eminent and respected in his own right.

He was born on 12 December 1864, the second son of James Lindsay,
a tailor, and his wife Mary (née McGregor), who were married at Dundee on
2 August 1855 and then moved to 7 Cannon Street, Edinburgh where their three
children were born. Of Jessie, the youngest, almost nothing is known, but the
eldest, James, was apprenticed as a dental mechanic to William Bowman
Macleod, whose practice at 16 George Street in Edinburgh was one of the best
in the city. Macleod was also Dean of the Edinburgh Dental Hospital and
School where James registered as a dental student in 1879. He qualified in
April 1882 and within a few months was appointed to the staff as assistant
dental surgeon; in 1889 he joined the senior staff. He resigned in November
the same year and died, probably from tuberculosis, on 3 January 1890. It is
likely that James never owned his own practice, but worked as assistant to
Macleod.

In several respects, Robert followed in the footsteps of this elder brother.
He was educated at Bellevue School and at George Heriot’s Trust School, and
in 1879, aged 14, was apprenticed to Bowman Macleod as a dental mechanic.
Like James, he was retained as an ‘improver’ in the George Street practice and
was eventually promoted to be the head of the workroom. Macleod did high-
class dental work and Robert was a first-rate mechanic with a special aptitude
for wrought gold work, an aspect of workshop practice upon which the skill of
the mechanic was judged. Again following James, Robert registered as a dental
student in 1890 and two years later started part-time classes at Edinburgh
Dental School while continuing to work in Macleod’s practice. (Besides
financing his own education, he assumed his brother’s responsibility for sup-
porting his parents and sister after James’s death). Not surprisingly, as a
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